
Why Graphic Communication at GCSE?
Whilst you may have the details of the AQA Art and Design syllabus in your options booklet, 
you may still be asking this question. Here are some of our current students’ answers to that, 

and some examples of theirs and other students’ GCSE Graphics practical portfolio work.
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Fatima-Zahra - Year 11

“I picked Graphics as I have always 
enjoyed creating art, but also wanted to 
develop digital skills. I would highly 
recommend this course as GCSE Graphics 
enables you to explore your creativity - a 
great break from the rest of your 
academic subjects - whilst being able to 
build upon your traditional art skills and 
your digital design skills, both of which 
are valuable in a range of careers.”

Fatima-Zahra’s A3 mixed 
media drawing

Fatima-Zahra’s A3 
promotional poster for an 
American Food and Music 

Festival



Hafsah - Year 11

“Graphics is a really fun option to take as it 
gives you a great opportunity to be creative 
and learn lots of new artistic techniques. I 
chose Graphics as I liked how I had the 
flexibility to use digital media as well as hand 
media and I also liked how there is no written 
exam at the end of the course.”

Hafsah’s A4 composition 
drawing based on her theme 

‘Journey’

Hafsah’s A3 promotional poster 
for an Asian Food and Music 

Festival



Simran - Year 11

“I chose graphics GCSE because I enjoyed fine 
art, but didn't feel confident enough in the 
pursuit of it and this seemed like the perfect 
compromise. It has been one of my favourite 
subjects and it is nice to have a break between 
other more intense subjects . It is a large 
amount of coursework , however its worth it at 
the end, and if you keep on top of your work it 
shouldn't be too much of a struggle! I would 
really recommend taking Graphics!”

Simran’s observational 
drawing based on her theme 

‘In The News’

Simran’s A3 promotional 
poster for a South American 

Food and Music Festival



Some more Y11 work…

Aaliya’s A3 promotional 
poster for an Asian Food and 

Music Festival

Fatimah’s A3 promotional 
poster for an Asian Food and 

Music Festival

Navneet’s A3 promotional 
poster for a Western 

European Food and Music 
Festival



Some more Y11 work…

Eimaan’s A6 artist studies 
using mixed media

Jemimah’s A5 observational 
study using coloured pencil

Saadiqah’s book cover 
artist response based on 

her theme ‘Distortion’

Shivani’s A4 film poster 
composition idea based on 

her theme ‘Distortion’



“I chose Graphics as a subject that could 
allow me to spend time doing something 
more creative, less academic and 
something to enjoy. Despite graphics 
being a lot of work and commitment, it is 
one of the subjects that I look forward to 
in the week as it allows me to do 
something different to all my academic 
based subjects. I refer to it as my baby 
subject because I spend the most time 
on it but could never complain about the 
time I put into it.”

Mona - Year 10

Mona’s A4 design idea for 
a poster promoting RHS 
Chelsea Flower Festival



“I chose Graphic Communication as a GCSE 
option because I was always interested in 
learning how to use Photoshop and Illustrator. I 
have always been passionate about digital art. I 
am able to research different artists and connect 
to their styles. In the past term, we have been 
researching a zentangle artist called Viktoriya 
Crichton. To connect to this artist, we are creating 
responses which include zentangle patterns, 
which we will later incorporate into our Project 1 
poster for a garden show. In my opinion, drawing 
the different zentangle patterns was very 
relaxing. It was the most pleasurable homework I 
have done in Year 10!

Overall, Graphics is a very fun GCSE option, and is 
great for those who enjoy using different media, 
drawing, lettering and also using software. At 
times, the workload may seem overwhelming, 
but it is important to manage your time wisely 
and stick to deadlines. Teachers help you to 
complete the different tasks and some workshop 
tasks are taught via pre-recorded lesson 
tutorials.”

Aleenah - Year 10

Aleenah’s digital A5 artist 
response based on the 

theme Pattern



“I chose graphics as a GCSE option because it 
gave me a chance to amalgamate my passion for 
art and design together through this subject. For 
me, Graphics GCSE is enjoyable and definitely 
worth the time and effort - as long as you plan 
your work and keep on top of it!!”

Simran - Year 10 Simran’s A4 design idea for 
a poster promoting RHS 
Chelsea Flower Festival

Simran’s poster 
research and analysis



Some more Y10 work…

Caitlyn’s A5 fine liner/digital 
artist response based on the 
theme ‘Pattern’ and subject 

matter flora/fauna 

Anisha’s fine liner/digital 
A5 artist response based 

on the theme ‘Pattern’ and 
subject matter flora/fauna 



Some Artist Research…



Some Media Trials…



Some more student answers…
“I chose graphics because I enjoyed it through 
year 9 and as the world is becoming more 
modernised, I decided that taking graphics would 
help in the career path I wanted to take. So far, 
I’ve really enjoyed the graphics course because I 
have been able to do a lot of digital media work 
alongside hand media. The course also helps me 
to let my creative juices flow as they can be quite 
restricted in other subjects like history and maths! 
Good luck in choosing your subjects!” 
Chaturya, Y10

“I chose Graphics as a GCSE subject 
because it was something new that 
I've never done before and it looked 
like an interesting way to be 
creative. Graphics GCSE is fun and 
relaxing but there is a lot of work 
that goes into it.”
Ananya, Y10

“I chose graphics as a relaxing and almost therapeutic 
subject that would keep me calm. This subject has forced 
me to get into good habits with my homework time due 
to high coursework workload. Nonetheless, it does add 
pleasure to my week and I honestly love graphics. We 
have a mix between online/computer skills (including 
workshops, taking photos, research and analysis) and 
drawing pieces. Some may say the deadlines are difficult 
to meet but I love having time taken out of my week to 
just relax and spend time on graphics.”
Khadijah, Y10

“I took graphics as I think that learning to 
use technology to your advantage will be 
very important for us in the future as we 
are the age of technology. I enjoy that 
there is a mix of both hand drawing and 
digital work (using the computers).” 
Khadeeja, Y10

“I liked the real-life practicality side of Graphics, 
designing promotional related outcomes to 
communicate a message. Graphics as a subject it's 
more about keeping up to date with coursework and 
homework. Time management is one of many life 
skills that this subject teaches you!…. and you get to 
do graphics for an hour. What else do I need to say!”
Sofeeya, Y11

“I took graphics because I have creative 
ideas, it’s very ideas-based and we see 
graphic communication everywhere around 
us. You get to create, experiment and 
develop design layouts with imagery and 
typography using software such as 
photoshop and Illustrator as well as hand 
media.”
Summer, Y11


