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The Great Gatsby transition work 

The Great Gatsby is a 1925 novel that follows a cast of characters living in the fictional towns of West and 
East Egg on prosperous Long Island in the summer of 1922. The story primarily concerns a young and 
mysterious millionaire, Jay Gatsby, and his passion and obsession for a beautiful former debutante, Daisy 
Buchanan. Considered Fitzgerald’s magnum opus, The Great Gatsby explores themes 
of decadence, idealism, resistance to change, social upheaval, and excess, creating a portrait of the Roaring 
Twenties that has been described as a cautionary tale regarding the American Dream. 
 

 

Chapter 1 

 What are your first impressions of Nick and to what extent is 
he a reliable narrator?  

 What is the significance of setting (New York in the east; the 
Eggs; the Middle West; Nick’s home vs. Gatsby’s home) within 
this chapter? What does each location represent in terms of 
wealth, status, and opportunity?  

 How does Fitzgerald characterise Tom? Think about his 
attitudes towards wealth, race, and women. 

 How does Fitzgerald characterise Daisy? Consider whether 
she is a powerful character.  

 The green light is an important symbol. What does it reveal 
about Gatsby’s relationship with Daisy? What does it show 
about the worlds of East and West Egg? How does the light 
act as a symbol of the nature of the American Dream?  
 

Chapter 2  

 What are your first impressions of the valley of ashes? Why include this location between the Eggs? 
Think about what this location reveals about the costs associated with wealth.  

 What is the significance of the image of T. J. Eckleburg? Think about the importance of advertising; 
connotations of religion / spirituality / morality; connotations of judgement – what do the eyes 
witness?  

 The apartment setting: what is its purpose? What does it reveal about how Tom views Myrtle? What is 
revealed about Myrtle’s character?  

 How does Fitzgerald characterise George Wilson? How does his character contrast to Tom Buchanan? 
Describe his relationship with Myrtle.   

 ‘each time I tried to go I became entangled in some wild, strident argument which pulled me back, as if 
with ropes, into my chair. . . I was within and without, simultaneously enchanted and repelled by the 
inexhaustible variety of life.’ – What does this reveal about Nick and his perspective?  
 

Your tasks:  

1. In preparation for English A-Level, read The Great Gatsby. A free online copy of the novel is 

available here: https://www.gutenberg.org/files/64317/64317-h/64317-h.htm  

2. The following questions have been provided to guide your reading and engagement with the novel. 

Answer at least two questions per chapter.  

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/64317/64317-h/64317-h.htm
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Chapter 3  

 What is the atmosphere at Gatsby’s party?  

 How is Jordan Baker characterised? What impression of East Egg society does Fitzgerald create through 
Jordan’s character? Consider Jordan’s motives for attending a party in West Egg (despite coming from 
East Egg) and consider what is revealed about her past.  

 How does Gatsby’s library act as a metaphor for his identity?  

 What do cars represent within the novel? Consider the significance of the number of car accidents and 
what these reveal about the attitudes of the wealthy.  
 
 

Chapter 4  

 How does Fitzgerald depict Gatsby in this chapter? Consider what is revealed about his profession, the 
narrative he tells about his past, and the sincerity / truth of his identity.  

 What impression is created of Nick as narrator? Consider how he initially reacts to Gatsby’s story vs. 
how he responds to the medal. Could you make a link to how he approaches his relationship with 
Jordan?  

 How is Wolfsheim characterised? Think about the symbolism of the cellar setting; the description of his 
appearance and his clothing; his profession; his speech his relationship with Gatsby.  

 What does Jordan’s narrative reveal about Gatsby, Daisy, and their relationship?  

 What does Gatsby propose to Nick? What does his request allow the reader to understanding about his 
feelings and his drive to achieve the American dream?  
 
 

Chapter 5 

 How does Fitzgerald present the meeting between Gatsby and Daisy?  

 How does the reader respond to Nick’s involvement in facilitating the affair?  

 What is the significance of Gatsby showing off his shirts? Why do you think Daisy responds with tears?  

 ‘There must have been moments even that afternoon when Daisy tumbled short of his dreams--not 
through her own fault but because of the colossal vitality of his illusion. It had gone beyond her, 
beyond everything. He had thrown himself into it with a creative passion, adding to it all the time, 
decking it out with every bright feather that drifted his way. No amount of fire or freshness can 
challenge what a man will store up in his ghostly heart.’ – What is the problem with Gatsby’s love for 
Daisy? What does Nick’s assessment of Gatsby’s connection to Daisy reveal about the American 
dream?  
 

Chapter 6  

 How does Fitzgerald reveal that Gatsby’s identity is fabricated? Consider the incident with the reporter 
at the start of the chapter as well as the information revealed about James Gatz, 

 Why does Nick include Gatsby’s backstory at this point, rather than earlier in the novel? Why does 
Nick’s character invoke sympathy for Gatsby at this point in the novel, when Gatsby is trying to steal 
another man’s wife and his identity is uncertain?  

 How is Gatsby depicted as an outsider in this chapter, despite his wealth?  

 How does Fitzgerald convey Tom’s dominance? How is Tom contrasted to Gatsby? 
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Chapter 7  

 How does the depiction of Gatsby’s lifestyle at the start of the chapter contrast to his lifestyle earlier in 
the novel?  

 Do you think Gatsby and Daisy’s relationship will ever be more than an affair? Explain your reasoning 
based on evidence in this chapter – consider Daisy’s relationship with Tom as well as the nature of 
Gatsby’s “love” for Daisy.  

 What is the symbolic importance of Tom taking possession of Gatsby’s car, especially after realising 
Daisy’s feelings for Gatsby?  

 How is George Wilson characterised? Consider descriptions of his physical appearance as well as how 
Tom treats him.  

 How is Myrtle depicted in this chapter? Does the reader feel more sympathy for her character than 
Daisy’s character? Why / why not?  

 What is the significance of the incident at the Plaza? Consider what is reveals about the viability of 
Gatsby’s relationship with Daisy; whether Gatsby and Tom really love Daisy; how Gatsby and Tom try to 
emasculate each other; the significance of established social class.  

 Who does Myrtle think she is waving at but who is she actually waving at? What are the causes of her 
death – both literally and figuratively?  

 What does Myrtle’s death represent in terms of Fitzgerald’s message? Consider why he disfigures 
Myrtle and the significance of cars within the novel as a whole.  

 How does the reader respond to Gatsby taking responsibility for Daisy’s actions and Daisy’s response to 
this, as well as Myrtle’s death?  

 What is the function of Michaelis? 

 Does the reader’s impression of Tom change because of Tom’s response to Myrtle’s death?  
 

Chapter 8 

 Why is Nick’s insomnia significant, especially considering the events of the previous chapter? Consider, 
for example, what Nick’s troubled sleep reveals about his morality.   

 Post-crash, how is Gatsby’s home depicted and how does this provide a contrast to his home at other 
points in the novel?  

 What does Gatsby reveal about his relationship with Daisy? Consider what spurred his feelings and 
whether Gatsby is truthful. How does the reader feel towards Daisy as a result?  

 Why does the reader feel sympathy for Daisy and the decision she makes between Gatsby and Tom?  

 How does Fitzgerald present Nick’s feelings towards Gatsby as complex?  

 How does Gatsby die and why is this tragic?  
 

Chapter 9 

 Identify points within the chapter where Nick reveals how Gatsby is alone in death.  

 Why does Gatsby’s funeral create a sense of pathos? Consider who attends vs. who does not attend.  

 How does Gatsby’s death shape Nick’s attitudes towards the Eggs?  

 Look at the last four paragraphs of the chapter. How does Nick ultimately universalise Gatsby’s dream?  


