Appendix 1
Summary of Child Protection Information for Visitors and Volunteers
KECHG is committed to the highest standards in protecting and safeguarding the children entrusted
to our care and will support all children by:




Promoting a caring, safe and positive environment within the school
Encouraging self-esteem and self-assertiveness
Effectively tackling bullying and harassment

We recognise that some children may be the victims of neglect, physical, sexual or emotional abuse.
Staff working with children are well placed to identify such abuse and in order to protect our
children, we aim to:




Create an atmosphere where all our children can feel secure, valued and listened to
Recognise signs and symptoms of abuse
Respond quickly, appropriately and effectively to cases of suspected abuse

If you have a concern that a child is being harmed, is at risk of harm, or you receive a disclosure
(intentionally or unintentionally) you must contact the Designated Senior Person, Ms Angie Dent as
quickly as possible. If he/she is not available please contact Miss Karen Stevens who is the Deputy
Senior Designated Person.
Everyone working with our children their parents and carers should be aware that:






Their role is to listen and note carefully any observations which could indicate abuse
They should not attempt to investigate once the initial concern is raised
They should involve the Designate Senior Person (DSP) immediately
If the DSP is not available the Deputy DSP or the Headteacher should be contacted.
Disclosures of abuse or harm from children may be made at any time.

If anything worries or concerns you, report it straight away.

Appendix 2
Types and Signs of Abuse
Types of abuse
Abuse is a form of maltreatment of a child. Somebody may abuse or neglect a child by inflicting
harm, or by failing to act to prevent harm. They may be abused by an adult or adults or another child
or children. Keeping children safe in education defines the following types of abuse.
Physical abuse: a form of abuse which may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or
scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical harm to a child. Physical harm may also
be caused when a parent or carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in a
child.
Emotional abuse: the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause severe and
adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve conveying to a child that they
are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only insofar as they meet the needs of another
person. It may include not giving the child opportunities to express their views, deliberately silencing
them or ‘making fun’ of what they say or how they communicate. It may feature age or
developmentally inappropriate expectations being imposed on children. These may include
interactions that are beyond a child’s developmental capability as well as overprotection and
limitation of exploration and learning or preventing the child participating in normal social
interaction. It may involve seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of another. It may involve serious
bullying (including cyber-bullying), causing children frequently to feel frightened or in danger, or the
exploitation or corruption of children. Some level of emotional abuse is involved in all types of
maltreatment of a child, although it may occur alone.
Sexual abuse: involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities, not
necessarily involving a high level of violence, whether or not the child is aware of what is happening.
The activities may involve a high level of violence, whether or not the child is aware of what is
happening. The activities may involve physical contact, including assault by penetration (for example
rape or oral sex) or non-penetrative acts such as masturbation, kissing, rubbing and touching outside
of clothing. They may also include non-contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or
in the production of, sexual images, watching sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in
sexually inappropriate ways, or grooming a child in preparation for abuse (including via the internet).
Sexual abuse is not solely perpetrated by adult males. Women can also commit acts of sexual abuse,
as can other children.
Neglect: the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs, likely to
result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development. Neglect may occur during
pregnancy as a result of maternal substance abuse. Once a child is born, neglect may involve a
parent or carer failing to: provide adequate food, clothing and shelter (including exclusion from
home or abandonment); protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger; ensure
adequate supervision (including the use of inadequate care-givers); or ensure access to appropriate
medical care or treatment. It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic
emotional needs.
Keeping children safe in education also acknowledges child sexual exploitation as a specific
safeguarding issues. This involves exploitative situations, contexts and relationship where young
people receive something (for example food, accommodation, drugs, alcohol, gifts, money or in

some cases simply affection) as a result of engaging in sexual activities. Sexual exploitation can take
many forms ranging from the seemingly ‘consensual’ relationship where sex is exchanged for
affection or gifts, to serious organised crime by gangs and groups. What marks out exploitation is an
imbalance of power in the relationship. The perpetrator holds some kind of power over the victim
which increases as the exploitative relationship develops. Sexual exploitation involves varying
degrees of coercion, intimidation or enticement, including unwanted pressure from peers to have
sex, sexual bullying including cyberbullying and grooming. However, it’s also important to recognise
that some young people who are being sexually exploited do not exhibit any external signs of this
abuse.

Signs of abuse
Signs of physical abuse
Physical abuse may result in the symptoms described below. Aside from direct physical contact,
physical abuse can also be caused when a parent or caregiver feigns the symptoms, or deliberately
causes ill health to a child whom they are looking after. Signs of physical abuse include:












Unexplained bruising, marks or injuries on any part of the body
Black eyes without bruising to the forehead
Multiple bruises in cluster, often on the upper arm, outside of thigh
Cigarette type burns anywhere, patterned burns (irons), rope burns. Contact burns in
abnormal sites. Scalds, with upward splash marks
Lacerations to the body or mouth
Multiple fractures. Evidence of old fractures
Fading injuries noticeable after an absence from school
Seems frightened of parents, does not want to return home at the end of the day
Shrinks markedly (backs away) at the approach of adults
Suffers from frozen watchfulness
Constantly asks in words/actions what will happen next

Signs of Sexual abuse
Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities,
whether or not the child is aware of what is happening. The activities may involve physical contact,
including penetrative or non-penetrative acts. They may also include non-contact activities, such as
involving the children looking at, or in the production of, pornographic material or watching sexual
activities or encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways. Signs of sexual abuse
displayed by children include:









Difficulty walking or sitting
Pain/itching/bleeding/bruising/discharge to the genital area/anus
Urinary infections/sexually transmitted diseases
Persistent sore throats
Eating disorders
Self mutilation
Refuses to change for gym or participate in physical activities
Exhibits an inappropriate sexual knowledge for their age





Exhibits sexualised behaviour in their play or with other children
Lack of peer relationships, sleep disturbances, acute anxiety/fear
School refusal/running away from home

Signs of Emotional abuse
Emotional abuse is the persistent emotional ill-treatment of a child such as to cause severe and
persistent adverse effects on the child’s development. It may involve conveying to children that they
are worthless or unloved, inadequate or not valued insofar as they meet the needs of another
person. It may feature inappropriate expectations being imposed of children, relative to their actual
development or age. Signs of emotional abuse displayed by children include:






Excessive behaviour, such as extreme aggression, passivity or become overly demanding
Children who self-harm, for instance by scratching or cutting themselves
Is either inappropriately adult or infantile
Children who persistently run away from home
Children who show high levels pf anxiety, unhappiness or withdrawal

Signs of Neglect
Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs. This is
likely to result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development. Signs of neglect
include:









Frequent absenteeism from school
Begs or steals money or food
Lacks needed medical or dental care, immunizations or glasses
Lacks appropriate clothing, e.g. for weather conditions, shoes are too small, ill-fitted clothes
Clothes are consistently dirty
Teeth and dirty, hair quality is poor and contains infestations
Hands are cold, red and swollen
The parent or other adult caregiver has failed to protect a child from physical harm or
danger

The Parent or Other Adult Caregiver:







Denies existence or blames the child for the child’s problems at home or at school
Sees and describes the child as entirely worthless, burdensome or in another negative light
Unrealistic expectations of the child i.e. demands a level of academic or physical
performance that they are not capable of
Offers conflicting or unconvincing explanation of any injuries to the child
Appears indifferent to or overtly rejects the child
Refuses offers to help for the child’s problems Isolated physically/emotionally

