
A-Level English Literature Transition Activities 

Hi everyone,  

Welcome to studying A-Level English Literature at Camp Hill! We are delighted that you have chosen to study with us 

in the English department. We would like you to get started on some reading, watching and listening over the 

summer to ensure that you are well prepared, confident and raring to go in September. 

1. One of our course set texts is ‘Wuthering Heights’ by Emily Bronte which we would like you to purchase and read 

over the summer. We recommend this Wordsworth Classics edition: 

https://www.waterstones.com/book/wuthering-heights/emily-bronte/john-s-whitley/9781853260018 

You could also reserve it at your local library or browse an independent bookshop such as The Heath Bookshop in 

Kings Heath. You could also listen to the audio book here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/series/p07lbzsq 

2. You may be interested in exploring the novel further. Here’s a link to an interestingly irreverent podcast (mild 

instances of swearing; trigger warnings given at start of podcast): 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-3-wuthering-heights/id1576479805?i=1000530941837 

or https://youtu.be/EsoX5u9wexc?si=ByDndO2Xu0lZo7uG 

A more serious BBC Radio 4 documentary on the novel: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b095ptt5#:~:text=It%20is%20the%20story%20of,she%20can%20never%20mar

ry%20him. 

A video tutorial from the University of Southampton: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMUoWISV2cY 

3. Another course set text is Shakespeare’s 

‘Othello’. We would like you to read this helpful 

plot summary and character summary, then 

watch the fantastic 2013 National Theatre 

production of the play starring Adrian Lester and 

Rory Kinnear. Use the information provided in the 

box to log in and view the production.  

4. We would also like you to think ahead to the non-examined 

assessment component and dip into some wider reading (see following pages for details).  

In the summer term of Year 12, we study Bram Stoker’s ‘Dracula’ or Oscar Wilde’s ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’. 

This is so that you explore themes you might be interested in pursuing in your NEA (Independent Comparative Study 

Essay).  

Over the summer holidays, we would like you to browse this reading list. Identify two themes that particularly 

interest you, and then choose one text from underneath each theme to read in the holidays. 

5. Finally, remember you need to do some shopping before you arrive in September.  Please purchase a copy of the 

Oxford School Shakespeare: ‘Othello’ and a copy of ‘Wuthering Heights’.  

You can support your local independent bookshop by buying from here: https:/ /uk.bookshop.org/ 

If you are in receipt of school bursary, then we will provide these texts for you - email Mrs 

McDermott at a.mcdermott@chg.kevibham.org  

 

 

  

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/video?doci

d=do-9781350935181&tocid=do-

9781350935181_6083692843001&st=OTHELLO 

Login: EZ499U  Password: BL889N 

Email a.mcdermott@chg.kevibham.org if you 

have any issues viewing the play.  
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A-level English Literature - NEA – Summer Reading List 

 

 

In the summer term of Year 12, we study 

Bram Stoker’s ‘Dracula’ or Oscar Wilde’s 

‘The Importance of Being Earnest’. This is 

so that you explore themes you might be 

interested in pursuing in your NEA 

(Independent Comparative Study Essay).  

 

Over the summer holidays, we would like 

you to browse this reading list. Identify 

two themes that particularly interest you, 

and then choose one text from 

underneath each theme to read in the 

holidays.  

 
Themes in Dracula 

Fear, fairytale and fantasy  

The Bloody Chamber and other stories – A. Carter 

Frankenstein – M. Shelley 

 

The anti-hero / the allure of evil  

Dr Faustus (play) – C. Marlowe 

White Tiger – A. Adiga 

The Talented Mr Ripley – P. Highsmith 

The Reluctant Fundamentalist – M. Hamid 

Richard III - Shakespeare 

The Robber Bride – M. Atwood 

The Marriage Portrait – M. O’Farrell 

Salome – O. Wilde 

 

Predation and power 

The Tempest (play) - Shakespeare 

The Bloody Chamber – A. Carter 

The Emperor’s Babe – B. Evaristo 

 

Madness and delusions 

Enduring Love – I.McEwan 

Hamlet (play) - Shakespeare 

The Yellow Wallpaper and other stories – C. Perkins Gilman 

King Lear (play) - Shakespeare 

 

Fear of the foreign and ‘other’  

Heart of Darkness – J. Conrad 

Passage to India – EM Forster 

Stories of Edgar Allen Poe 

The Merchant of Venice (play) - Shakespeare 

The Reluctant Fundamentalist – M. Hamid 

The Crucible (play) – A. Miller 

 

The gothic / the supernatural 

The Crucible – A. Miller 

Northanger Abbey – J. Austen 

Frankenstein – M. Shelley 

Great Expectations – C. Dickens 

The Picture of Dorian Gray – O. Wilde 

The Woman in White – W. Collins 

 

Female empowerment, role of women and sexuality 

The Bloody Chamber and other stories – A. Carter 

The Rover (play) – A. Behn 

The Mill on the Floss – G. Eliot 

The Emperor’s Babe (verse novel) – B. Evaristo 

The Testaments – M. Attwood 

A Doll’s House (play) – H. Ibsen 

Hedda Gabler (play) – H. Ibsen 

A Woman of No Importance – O. Wilde 

Wife of Bath’s prologue and tale - Chaucer 

Telling Tales (poetry) – P. Agbabe 

Brick Lane – M. Ali 

King Lear (Regan and Goneril) – Shakespeare 

The Tenant of Wildfell Hall – A. Bronte 

The Wife of Willesden (play) – Z. Smith 

Yerma – F. Garcia Lorca (in translation) 

The Cherry Orchard – Chekhov (in translation) 

Pygmalion – G. Bernard Shaw 

The Marriage Portrait – M. O’Farrell 

The Silence of the Girls – P. Barker 

 



Forbidden love  

Lady Chatterley’s Lover – DH Lawrence 

‘Tis pity she’s a whore (play) – J. Ford 

Maurice – EM Forster 

Mr Loverman – B. Evaristo 

Brick Lane – M. Ali 

The God of Small Things – A. Roy 

 

Masculinity 

The Rover (play) – A. Behn 

Mr Loverman – B. Evaristo 

 

Science and modernity  

Frankenstein – M. Shelley 

Machines Like Me – I. McEwan 

Klara and the Sun – K. Ishiguro 

The Island of Dr Moreau – HG Wells 

 

Perversion and degeneracy 

The Picture of Dorian Gray – O. Wilde 

‘Tis pity she’s a whore (play) – J. Ford 

 

 

Other themes: 

 

Colonialism, race and enslavement 

Strange Music – L. Fish 

The Tempest (play) - Shakespeare 

Blonde roots – B. Evaristo 

Heart of Darkness – J. Conrad 

Oroonoko – A. Behn 

The Emperor’s Babe – B. Evaristo 

Wide Sargasso Sea – J. Rhys 

A Passage to India – EM Forster 

The Lonely Londoners – S. Selvon 

Small Island – A. Levy 

 

Justice, law and ethics 

The Merchant of Venice (play) - Shakespeare 

The Children’s Act – I. McEwan 

The Crucible – A. Miller 

The Tale of Two Cities – C. Dickens 

 

Parent and child relationships 

King Lear (play) - Shakespeare 

The Children’s Act – I. McEwan 

Burnt Sugar – A. Doshi 

Frankenstein – M. Shelley 

The Adoption Papers (poetry) – J. Kay 

 

Bildungsroman /picaresque 

Great Expectations – C. Dickens 

The Buddha of Suburbia – H. Kureishi 

White Tiger – A. Adiga 

White Teeth – Z. Smith 

Brick Lane – M. Ali 

 

Transformations 

Great Expectations – C. Dickens 

Pygmalion (play) – G. Bernard Shaw (play) 

Orlando – V. Woolf 

 


